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                           President’s Report March 2020 
 
Welcome to 2020. Sorry for the delay in getting the newsletter out to you but the 
year started with a ‘big bang’ with lots of activity at the Museum starting with the 
launch of the 150 years of Foster celebrations. Our exhibition and book launch 
was very well received and has created great interest in Foster’s history. We also 
hosted the opening of the Time Capsule ‘put down’ in 1977 to be opened in 2020. 
Many families and organisations placed envelopes in the capsule and the 
Museum has been the pick-up point for the retrieval of the messages. I would like 
to thank the willing few who have helped make the celebrations work. If anyone 
feels they have a little time to be involved in the Museum’s coming events they 
would be warmly welcomed.  
 
The cabinet in the main area is being changed monthly to reflect the events of the 
month on the 150 year calendar. The Foster Show Committee had a wonderful 
display for February. In March the International Women’s Day Committee are 
using it for a display of the signatures of local women who signed the ‘Monster 
Petition’ which was submitted to the Victorian Parliament in 1891 requesting 
that women be granted the vote in Victoria. In addition the images of two 
women, Rosie Crawford and Dorothy Williams, who worked tirelessly for the 
Foster and District Historical Society are on display.   In April the Men’s Shed are 
using it. I hope you all come and view it to support these organisations.  
 
The Museum had a stall at the Foster Show again and it proved to be a huge 
financial success, as the Show was very well attended.  
 
We continue to enjoy interesting speakers at our monthly meetings, with good 
attendances. Thank you for your support. At the February meeting Jill Miles 
spoke on her great grandfather William Wood the mine manger of the Victory 
mine at Foster. In March Fiona Leahy spoke on the work involved in attempting 
to identify the Sandy Point skeleton. History matters and is interesting.   
Meg Rogers 
President F&DHS           March exhibit 
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                   WHAT’S ON –[ Museum Closed until Further Notice] 
March and continuing for the rest of 2020 – Exhibition – Foster 1870-2020. 
Display of signatures of local women who signed the 1891 ‘Monster Petition.’  
 April 7- Monthly meeting – 7.30 pm. Guest Speaker –Gary Wallis – to speak on 
the geology of Foster. Deferred until further notice 
May 5 –Monthly meeting – 7.30 pm.  
                                     
                            ******************************************* 
 
Foster – 150 years of our Community’s development. 
The latest exhibition was formally opened on January 18th by Andrew Foster, the 
great-grandson of William Foster after whom our town is named.  The result of 
good team work by members of the Committee, several members of the Society 
and many local supporters and businesses, the exhibition sets out to show how 
our town has developed. Local events, some illustrated with photographs from 
the Museum’s excellent large collection, and numerous artefacts from the past, 
are compared with notable events occurring in Australia and the World along a 
timeline from 1870 to the present day.  A large black and white photograph 
taken from Kaffir Hill in 1905 fills the end wall of the room accompanied by a 
silhouette of the Victory Mine Poppet-head and a mannequin of a miner.  Other 
mannequins are of two children, a boy of the late 19th century and a girl of the 
present day, and a lady dressed as in the 1950’s. 
The Dress Cabinet houses a collection of historic clothes owned by the Museum, 
most not previously exhibited, plus some costume jewellery and a rag-rug of the 
type made by poorer people for their homes. 
The exhibition will remain until the end of the year as part of the town’s 150 year 
celebrations.  
Rob Pritchard 
                                    ********************************* 
 
Excerpt from the South Gippsland Shire Historical Society newsletter  
  May 1986. 
 
March meeting 1986 
The Shire of South Gippsland offered the Society the dock and other  timber 
fittings of the old court house which we gladly accepted. The new kitchen (main 
building) has been completed, apart from several minor finishing touches, 
including a little gentle handling of the water and sewerage authorities – 
plumbing is a tricky problem and the matter is in the best of hands.  
 
The evening concluded with an address by Mrs May McMaster giving a 
fascinating account of her childhood in Turton’s Creek. Her clear and vivid 
memories gave us all an amazing insight into the difficulties and pleasures of 
settlers in the hill country. 
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Report of launch of From Pavements to Streetscape: Meandering through 
The Mirror 1995-2020, compiled by Nola Taylor, with foreword, Chapter 
introductions and Conclusion by Rosemary Francis  
 
 On Saturday 18 January 2020, Russell Broadbent, MHR for Monash and our local 
federal member launched this publication as another way to mark Foster’s 150th 
anniversary. Its title pays tribute to an earlier publication, From Palings to 
Pavements – a History of Foster 1870-1995 In Three Parts, which was produced 
for the Foster Back-to held in 1995 to celebrate the town’s 125th anniversary. Its 
compiler, Nola Taylor, F&DHS Research officer perused the last 25 years of the 
Foster Mirror and selected excerpts from the paper which documented the 
happenings of the Corner Inlet district. Residents’ achievements received 
attention, crimes were reported together with natural disasters, such as floods, 
fires and earthquakes; deaths were recorded. The residents’ sporting activities 
were described together with problems encountered, such as the poor condition 
of the roads and loss of services. The maintenance and improvement of facilities 
in the area, which included the rebuilding of the high and primary schools, 
establishing the community health centre and a static library reflected a pride 
and confidence in the slowly growing community. 
Russell Broadbent selected specific events he recalled to highlight the way 
people might use this publication and congratulated the authors and the   
Historical Society, together with the Foster Mirror on its production. Thanks to 
The Press Gallery Printers Fish Creek for its design and printing   
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                            Opening of the Time Capsule 
  
 On Saturday 25 January 2020, hundreds of former and current Corner Inlet 
district residents witnessed the opening of the time capsule which was buried in 
Foster almost 43 years ago. The time capsule was a joint project, which the 
Foster Rotary Club, together with the South Gippsland Historical Society as it 
was known then and the Foster and District High School, now Foster Secondary 
College, devised.   
 
Inside the time capsule were 249 envelopes containing letters which local people 
wrote to themselves or their families, along with photographs, coins and 
newspaper clippings as well as documents prepared by local organisations.  
 
The round, steel capsule was buried outside what were the Shire of South 
Gippsland offices in Pioneer Street on Thursday June 23 1977, by the then 
Governor of Victoria, Sir Henry Winneke and the Shire President, Tom Morgan.   
On Tuesday 29 October 2019, the staff of South Gippsland Water, the current 
occupiers of the building, removed it from the ground and took it to the Foster 
Museum in readiness for the opening ceremony.   
 
 Members of the Foster and District Historical Society acted as scribes to record 
the names on the envelopes before they were handed over to their owners or 
their descendants.  
 
Foster Rotary, the Historical Society and the Foster Community Association plan 
to refill the capsule in December 2020. It will be buried again and dug up for 
Foster’s 200th anniversary in 2070.  
                                             Scribes at work 
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            Our Role in Identifying the Sandy Point Skeleton 
 
The above was the title of the talk that our guest speaker Fiona Leahy, Manager, 
Legal, Policy and Governance of the Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine, gave 
at the March meeting of the F&DHS. After outlining the role of the Institute of 
Forensic Medicine in the identification of missing persons, she explained  her 
involvement in the search for the identity of the skeleton, which was discovered 
at Sandy Point on 25th December 2017.  
 
The skeleton was in good condition, with no fractures, few bones missing, no soft 
tissue and no clothing. He did have something distinctive about him; some 
interesting dental work, in particular a gold filling in his front tooth. The dental 
work was not typical of contemporary Australian dental work. Based on DNA 
bio-geographical ancestry, he is likely to be of Western European descent.   
 
In addition to the work of forensic odontologists and forensic anthropologists in 
attempts to identify the skeleton, Fiona used the National Library’s website 
Trove, especially its digitized newspaper section, to try to track down the identity 
of the skeleton. It became clear that the identification of a skeleton involved 
skilled, painstaking and methodical work carried out by committed people. 
 

                             
                                       The skeleton 
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Research report December 1919- January 2020  - Nola Taylor 
 
Research: December -January 2020. 

• Bruce Arnup from Sale was in on January 18th and asked about his ancestors 
the Anderson of Wonga, in particular the were-abouts of their grave in the 
Foster Cemetery. I was able to locate this for him and give him the obituary 
from the 1917 Foster Mirror. He was most grateful and said that if needed he 
would be happy to be of help with any valuations we may require at the 
Museum. (he had The Red Coat Soldier antique shop Foster Street Sale for 
years) His relations were also the Arnups of Wonga/Ameys Track. 

• Members if the Varney family came in early February and we swapped 
information, Jill left us with quite a lot more than what we had. 

• Photos received for the Fosters 150th cam from Grey Tuer who with his 
parents and brother Bruce lived here from 1951 until 1952. Bill Tuer was the 
Co-op Manager and they lived in the factory house next to O’Connell Motors 
in Main Street Foster.  

• Books received were from Tom Comerford who taught at the High School in 
1959/60. He gave us a copy of Dr. Wilson’s ‘First Eighty Years’ and a copy of 
the ‘Southern Star’ the High school magazine.   

• Russell Bond (grandson of Mrs May McMaster) gave  a 1986 Society 
Newsletter.  

• Various photos came to life from many people who came back for the school 
reunion.  

• Heather Esler came in with a Shire of South Gippsland brochure from the 
1970s which she said her father (Geoff Esler) had put together.  

• Elsie McMaster (nee White) gave the Society her scrap book of ‘happenings 
at the Foster High School’ in her final year 1954. A great book with many 
photos of that year. We did try to get it copied but Foones Wonthaggi 
wanted $150 and no-one else had a copier that would take the size. Hence it 
is not on display.  

• Sandra Boyd (ex Foster now Townsville Qld) daughter of Jim, gave the Society 
copied pages  of her great uncle an Ireland from Toora who KIA in OS in 
WW1, these pages are now in the Toora WW1 book, in the council 
room.  She also has many photos of all her Boyd ancestors and if the Society 
wants copies to let her know.  

• Further on the Peterson bones in Corner Inlet, I found more in the revised 
edition of ‘Lone Graves of Gippsland’ (a very interesting book to read if you 
like lonely graves and who is buried in them) I eventually located Peter Watt, 
(research from Sept. 1999)  he had moved to WA for six months, and sent the 
copied pages to him.  
In this updated book ‘Lonely Graves’ it mentions ‘Welshpool Quartz Reef’  in 

Corner Inlet. Where is this.?   
. 
  
     ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Museum Opening Hours  ( CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE) 

The Museum is open daily during the school holidays and on Saturdays and 

Sundays during term time. It is closed Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day 

and Good Friday. Hours of Opening are: 11.00 am -3.00 pm. Other times by 

appointment: (03) 5682 1201/ (03) 56822297  

Admission Fees:  

This is a volunteer run and maintained museum and FDHS relies upon the small 

admission fee to run and maintain the museum on behalf of the Foster & District 

Community.  

ADULT: $5.00 CONCESSION:(senior, pension, special & student over 15 years) 

$4.00 CHILDREN : (5-15 Years) 0.50 cents FAMILY: $10.00 CHILDREN (under 

5 years): Free MEMBERS: Free  

Foster & District Historical Society Inc.  

Membership  

Becoming a member of the Foster & District Historical Society Inc. helps us to 

preserve and present the district’s history. You receive free museum entry, 

newsletters and invitations to events and new exhibition openings.  

Single: $20.00 Family: $35.00  

Foster & District Historical Society Inc. meets at 7.30 pm on the first Tuesday of 

the month from February to December. The AGM is held in August. The meetings 

are held in the Crawford Hall ( entry rear of museum complex from the car park.) 

We have many interesting speakers. Visitors and new members are very 

welcome.  

The Foster & District Historical Society Inc. is a member of the South Gippsland 

Historical Network, an affiliated member of the Royal Historical Society of Victoria. 

Foster & District Museum has been appointed by the Public Record Office as a Place 

of Deposit for non-permanent public records and is an accredited museum through 

Museums Australia ( Vic)  

 
 


