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President’s Report 
 
What a busy 4 months we’ve had at the Historical Society.  We’ve been called on 
frequently for information by organisations for the upcoming 150 years 
celebrations of Foster.  We’ve been lucky to have one of William Foster”s 
descendants , Andrew Foster, to open our 2020  exhibition. The exhibition will 
take the form of time-lines of major events in Foster, Australia, and the world 
over the last 150 years. If any members have any pieces they think could be 
included, please contact the committee.  
A new brochure  has been produced advertising the Museum and is presently at 
the printers.  
The replacement sign for Poison Post is currently being erected and our thanks 
are extended to Clarrie Smith for doing the sign writing.  
 We had a generous donation from Tim Curry of Ryebuck Media, for the use of 
photos from our collection of the commandoes at Wilsons Promontory. 
Membership is down this year and we are not sure whether the reason is 
renewal slips were sent electronically with notice of the AGM and perhaps 
forgotten about.  We are sending the Xmas breakup invitation with this 
newsletter, so we hope to get a better response.  
Finally I’d like to thank Jennifer & Richard Jones for their valuable contribution 
over many years to the Society as they leave to relocate to Melbourne  to be close 
to their daughter Sharn, after the passing of Tom, her husband and father to Tarj, 
& River. We wish them all the best and hope they continue to be involved as and 
when they can.    
 
History Matters, 
Meg 
                                            ************************************* 
 

WHAT”S ON 
 
Exhibition – Corner Inlet Through the Lens  continues until the end of the year. 
 
Tuesday 5 November – 7.30 FDHS monthly meeting. Guest Speaker is Wildlife 
Health Surveillance Co-ordinator and Research Veterinarian, Pam Whiteley, She 
will discuss discoveries of important diseases affecting wildlife diversity and /or 
domestic animals or even human health. 
 
Tuesday 3 December – FDHS Christmas Party - invitation attached. 
 
Saturday 17 January 2020 – Opening of new FDHS Exhibition.  
 
Saturday January 25 and Sunday January 26 – Foster Secondary College 
‘Back-To’ celebrations. 
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         Progress report on Foster’s 150th celebrations. 
                                                                                               Rob    Pritchard 
Preparations continue for the upcoming celebrations of Foster’s development 
since the discovery of gold in the creek at Pearl Park. 
The Museum’s new exhibition will be formally opened on Sat 17th January 2020 
by  Andrew Foster, a descendent of William Henry Foster, the gold warden after 
whom our township is named.   A new publication, chronicling notable and 
interesting events in the town over the past 25 years is being prepared by Nola 
Taylor and Rosemary Francis as a supplement to the popular booklet “From 
Palings to Pavements”. 
The Secondary School’s centenary ‘back-to’ is well under way with a programme 
of events over the weekend of Jan. 25/26th.  To coincide with their activities, the 
opening of the time capsule buried 50 years ago, will take place on the Saturday 
afternoon.  This is being generously hosted by the S G Water Board outside 
whose premises the capsule was buried. 
The Foster Show is planning some themed events to mark the 150th anniversary. 
The Cemetery Trust is preparing for some walking tours of the cemetery and 
leaflets for those who wish to visit at other times. 
We hope that many of the shops and businesses in town will display an historic 
photo and details of previous occupants of their site for the interest of locals and 
visitors alike.  Also some past school photos will be displayed in some shop 
windows. 
In March the International Women’s Day celebrations will be featured in the 
town. 
Local Food and Wine events are planned for April. 
May will feature some sports events including a bowls tournament, a special golf 
day and possibly a ‘fun-run’ or triathlon. 
NAIDOC week will be marked as usual in July. 
The annual One Act Play event will be held in August and may include a short 
drama on some aspect of Foster’s history. 
September will have an environmental focus and October will feature the 
Primary School Fete. 
An Open Gardens and Flower Arrangement event is planned for November. 
The year will finish with a special closing event supported by the Chamber of 

Commerce.    
 
                         *************************************    
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July meeting – Heather Arnold and the Koo-Wee-Rup Swamp 
We have listened to interesting speakers over the past few months, who have 
enlightened us about the different areas of South Gippsland. In July Heather 
Arnold, Local history librarian at the Casey Cardinia Library, gave an informative 
and entertaining  talk on the history of the white settlement and development of 
the  Koo-Wee Rup Swamp, an area of  40,000 hectares which was covered with 
vegetation such as tea-tree or swamp paper bark , reeds and silver wattle. She 
discussed the early squatters Samuel Rawson and Robert Jamieson who 
overlanded to Tooradin with 900 head of cattle in the 1830s  In 1851 William 
Lyall (1821-1888), John Mickle ( 1814-1885) and John Bakewell ( 1807-1888) 
acquired the Yallock Run. In 1852 they acquired the Tooradin Run and in 1854 
the Great Swamp Run.  At one stage they occupied nearly all the land from 
Cranbourne to Lang Lang.   
 
 Private landowners undertook early drainage works on the Koo-Wee-Rup 
Swamp as early as 1856, but  in 1875 the first private scheme had workers 
digging drains by hand out to Western Port Bay. By 1888 the Victorian 
Government was involved as William Thwaites, the Public Works Department 
engineer recommended the draining of the swamp as a means of encouraging 
closer settlement. Between 1889 and 1893 sixteen miles of the main drain was 
constructed.  Carlo Catani, a civil engineer took on the responsibility for the 
swamp drainage works and the Village Settlement Scheme of 1893.  Asparagus 
and potatoes were grown in the area. 
Carlo Catani had arrived in Melbourne from Florence, Italy via New Zealand in 
September 1876. He and his fellow countrymen Ettore Checchi, Pietro Baracchi 
and Ferdinando Gagliardi set off on the same ship from Hamburg, but 
Ferdinando left them in New Zealand to find his younger brother Federigo. 
Ferdinando and Federigo later arrived in Melbourne in January 1877.  To the 
surprise of Heather, Rosemary Francis mentioned that Ferdinando Gagliardi was 
her great-great uncle and Federigo her great- grandfather!   
 

                
                Looking over Koo-Wee-Rup Swamp [ca.1875-ca.1938] Courtesy SLV. 
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Sanitary Conditions in Foster at the end of the nineteenth century  
( Continued.) 
As a reminder, Mike Heal, Vice-president of the FDHS, discovered reports on the 
sanitary conditions in the Foster township while on a research visit to the Public 
record Office of Victoria in My 2019. They are entitled: Report under section 119 
of the Health Act 1890, of the Council of the Shire of South Gippsland for the Year 
ending 31st December, 1897 and Report on the Sanitary conditions of township of 
Foster, Shire of South Gippsland, 3 May 1900.  
 VPRS 594/PO/ Unit 3- Date range 1898-1902 
 
 Disposal of Household Refuse W. C. and Garbage  
There is no provision made by the Council for the removal and disposal of 
household and trade and refuse.  The householders dispose of it as they please.  
A large quantity of it is thrown down the steep banks of the creek amongst the 
blackberry bushes. The banks are in places littered with all kind of rubbish. Just 
near the bridge and across the creek and nearly opposite the Royal Mail Hotel, 
there is a large heap of miscellaneous rubbish. This is partially overgrown with 
blackberry bushes. The exposed part of the heap smells very foul and should be 
buried or covered by clean earth to a depth of at least nine inches.   In some 
houses it is said to be buried in the garden or burnt.  
 
Disposal of Night- soil 
There is no system of night-soil disposal undertaken by the Council. The 
householders have to dispose of night-soil as best they can. Various methods, as 
shown by inspection below, are employed. The population of Foster is reckoned 
at about 400.  
 

 
Alf and Lizzie Cruse ( nee Winchester) with the night cart decorated for the 1925 Back to Foster 
parade. 
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The report includes the names of residents and businesses together with a 
description of the manner of their night-disposal. 
 
Mr W. J.C. Hardy, Station Road, Hairdresser,  
Closet built over an old mining shaft, of unknown depth on the bank of the creek.  
An inclined sheet of galvanized iron is fixed below the seat and leads to the shaft. 
The faeces are said to be washed off this, by water being thrown down it. 
  
 
Mrs Anastasia Thornley, Exchange Hotel, Main Street, Licensed publican  
 
A large heap of foul-smelling garbage thrown over the back fence about 30 yards 
to the rear of the hotel.  No other method of disposal. Three closets, middenstead 
( a place where dung is heaped up), clean, pans sound and contents said to be 
buried on Crown Land about 40 yards to the rear of the hotel. No urinal 
accommodation. Cellar beneath the bar is wet, damp and foul-smelling. It is  
simply a hole dug in the ground and is not bricked or cemented. 
 
 
Bank of Australasia ( Manager, Mr Whitehead), Main Street  
Pan contents sais to be buried somewhere in the bush. The manager pays for 
weekly removal. Household drainage conveyed away by a half  pipe drain; joints 
are not impervious. Flows onto open land and stagnates. 
 

                                                       
                                                       Outdoor privy 

Miss Crichton, Postmistress, Main Street  
Pan contents said to be buried in the bush. Mid foul with dry faeces. A non-
impervious wood drain carries the household drainage to front of the premises, 
where it lies in the street channel until it is absorbed. 
 
 
W R Jackson, cnr  Main Street and Station Road, butcher 
Pan contents said to be buried in the bush, mid clean. Yard clean, garbage said to 
be buried. Household drainage by underground pipe drain to Station Road 
channel – lying there in a foul-smelling pool. 
                                                                                                                                                           
Constable Mackay, Main Street, policeman 
Closet with pan. Pays for burial of contents in the bush. 
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Visit to Port Welshpool Maritime Museum   - Tuesday 1 October 2019 
 
Members of the Foster and District Historical Society gathered in the grounds of 
the Port Welshpool and District Maritime Museum at 11.00am on Tuesday 1 
October 2019.  Fran Grylls, president and Wendy Lapianin vice-president 
greeted us and provided us with information about the status and history of the 
museum  and its plans for the future. It was a beautiful spring day, so we were 
able to appreciate the well –tended gardens and view the ‘Janet Iles’ the fishing 
boat constructed for the Smith family in 1914.   After an enjoyable tour of the 
museum, the original homestead of Mr W. B.M. Smith and his wife Elizabeth, with 
its many artifacts and shell collection, we ate lunch in the sunshine and 
appreciated the opportunity to visit this museum on such a beautiful day.  
 
Kerry and Marilyn                                                  Jennifer, Rob and Chris   

   

  
Reg enjoying lunch                                    Rae and Jan                                                              
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     Museum Opening Hours 
 
The Museum is open daily during the school holidays and on Saturdays and 
Sundays during term time. It is closed Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day 
and Good Friday. 
Hours of Opening are:  11.00 am -3.00 pm. 
Other times by appointment: (03) 5682 1201/ (03) 56822297 
 
Admission Fees: 
 
This is a volunteer run and maintained museum and FDHS relies upon the small 
admission fee to run and maintain the museum on behalf of the Foster & District 
Community. 
 
ADULT: $5.00 
CONCESSION:(senior, pension, special & student over 15 years) $4.00 
CHILDREN : (5-15 Years) 0.50 cents 
FAMILY: $10.00 
CHILDREN (under 5 years): Free 
MEMBERS: Free  
 
Foster & District Historical Society Inc. 
Membership 
Becoming a member of the Foster & District Historical Society Inc. helps us to 
preserve and present the district’s history. You receive free museum entry, 
newsletters and invitations to events and new exhibition openings. 
 
Single: $20.00 
Family: $35.00 
 
Foster & District Historical Society Inc. meets at 7.30 pm on the first Tuesday of 
the month from February to December. The AGM is held in August. The meetings 
are held in the Crawford Hall  ( entry rear of museum complex from the car 
park.) We have many interesting speakers. Visitors and new members are very 
welcome. 
 

The Foster & District Historical Society Inc. is a member of the 
South Gippsland Historical Network, an affiliated member of 
the Royal Historical Society of Victoria. Foster & District 
Museum has been appointed by the Public Record Office as a 
Place of Deposit for non-permanent public records and is an 
accredited museum through Museums Australia ( Vic) 
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